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Sir- 
In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 

notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 

PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 

material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

1. U.S. Patent No. 6,136,680 issued October 24, 2000 to Lai et al. 

2. U.S. Patent No. 6,165,894 issued December 26, 2000 to Pramanick et al. 

3. U.S. Patent No. 6,174,810 Bl issued January 16, 2001 to Islam et al. 

4. U.S. Patent No. 5,447,887 issued September 5, 1995 to Filipiak et al. 

5. J. NOGUCHI et al., "TDDB Improvement in Cu Metallization under Bias Stress", 
IEEE, 38 lh Annual International Reliability Physics Symposium, Can Jose, California, 
2000, pp. 339-343. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith, along with a copy of the 
corresponding Communication from a Foreign Patent Office. 
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The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date for an application other than a continued prosecution 
application (CPA) under § 1.53(d); (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after filing a 
request for continued examination (RCE) under § 1.1 14, and therefore, no Statement under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
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The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 
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South Wales NP 10 8QQ 

Examiner: 01633 814986 
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Switchboard: 01633 814000 

Fax: 01633 814444 

MJnicom: 08459 222250 

DX 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 
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Dear Sirs 

Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17(5) 

I enclose two copies of my search report and three copies of the citations. 
Publication 

I estimate that, provided you have met all formal requirements, preparations for publication 
of your application will be completed soon after 22 October 2002. You will then receive a 
letter informing you of completion and telling you the publication number and date of 
publication. 

Amendment/withdrawal 

If you wish to file amended claims for inclusion with the published application, or to 
withdraw the application to prevent publication, you must do so before the preparations for 
publication are completed. No reminder will be issued. If you write to the Office less 
than 3 weeks before the above completion date, please mark your letter prominently: 
"URGENT - PUBLICATION IMMINENT 

Yours faithfully 

< J) ° 

Stephen Jennings 
Examiner 
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